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TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

CONPIDENTIAL STATE 230342 

POLLOWING REPEAT BONN 16180 ACTION SECSTATE INFO BUENOS AIRES 
SANTIAGO LONDON PARIS DATED SEP 05: 

QTE: CONPIDENTIAL BONN 16180 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, GW, Cl, AR 

SUBJECT: REPORT OP ARGENTIEN TROOP MOVEMENTS ON 
CHILEAN BORDER 

1 . TH POREIGN OPPICE HAS ASKED IP WE CAN CONPIRM A 
REPORT PROM THE ERG EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES OP 
ARGENTINE TROOP MOVEMENTS ON THE BORDER WITH CHILE. 

2. THE POREIGN OFPICE DIRECTOR OP LATIN AMERICAN 
APFAIRS, HOPE, CONTACTED US TODAY REGARDING A REPORT 
PROM THE ERG DEFENSE ATTACHE IN BUENOS AIRES CONCERNING 
ARGENTINE TROOP MOVEMENTS ON THE CHILEAN BORDER . THE 
REPORT, WHICH HOPE SAID WAS ALARMING BUT UNCONPIRMED 
BY OTHER SOURCES, CONTAINED INDICATIONS THAT ARGENTINA 
MIGHT BE PLANNING MILITARY ACTION AGAINST CHILE. THE 
POREIGN OPPICE ANALYSIS AT THE MOMENT, HOWEVER, WAS 
THAT THE REPORTED TROOP MOVEMENTS WERE A PRESSURE TACTIC 
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DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE CHILEAN CONCESSIONS IN THE BEAGLE 
CANAL DISPUTE. 

3. HOPE SAID THE REPORT CITED THE MOVEMENT OP 
ARGENTINE BORDER TROOPS AND EQUIPMENT UP TO THE 
CHILEAN BORDER. THE BORDER TROOPS WERE SAID TO BE 
"READY FOR ACTION." THE REPORT, WHICH WAS DATED 
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AUGUST 29, ASSERTS THAT THE TRAINING PERIOD FOR 
ARGENTINE BORDER FORCES HAS BEEN CUT SHORT AND 
TRAINEES MOVED TO THE BORDER. THE DEFENSE ATTACHE 
ALSO REPORTED THAT THE MILITARY ACADEMY IN BUENOS 
AIRES HAD CEASED COURSES FOR FOREIGN MILITARY OFFICES 
AND THAT THE ARGENTINE INSTRUCTORS WERE INSTEAD TAKING 
PART IN "INTENSIVE GENSTAFF PLANNING." SUPPOSEDLY, 

THIS CONSISTS OF PREPARING PLANS FOR A THREE- 
PRONGED ATTACK AGAINST CHILE. 

4. HOFF SAID THE FRG DEFENSE MINISTRY TAKES THE 
DEFENSE ATTACHE'S REPORT VERY SERIOUSLY. THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE, ON THE OTHER HAND, DOUBTS AGRGENTIA IS PLANNING 
AN ATTACK ON CHILE BUT CITES THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
BSENOS AIRES IS SEEKING TO FORCE CHILEAN CONCESSIONS 
ON THE CANAL DISPUTE. HOFF NOTED THAT THE POLITICAL 
SIDE OF THE GERMAN EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES HAD NOT YET 
COMMENTED ON THE DEFENSE ATTACHE'S REPORT, THOUGH THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE WAS REQUESTING ITS VIEWS. 

5. AS A PRECAUTION, THE FOREIGN OFFICE TOLD THE 
DEPARTING ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR (DURING HIS FARWELL 
CALL LAST WEEK) THAT THE FRG WAS CONCERNED ABOUT 
REPORTS OF INCREASED TENSION ON THE BORDER WITH CHILE. 
THE ENVOY WAS TOLD THAT A WORSENING OF THE SITUATION 
COULD RESULT IN ARGENTINA BEING DECLARED AN "AREA 
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OF TENSION" AND THUS INELIGIBLE FOR FRG ARMS AID. 

6. HOFF SAID THE FOREIGN OFFICE WOULD APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

MEEHAN UNQTE CHRISTOPHER 
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